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The Golden Tract
Concerning The Philosopher's Stone.

The Author's Preface to the Art-loving Reader.

Worthy reader, and true enquirer into the secretature, marvel not that in the old age of thigldiowhen it

seems to have one foot already in the grave, | Hatermined to write this tract, although all libes ale already
full of books on this subject -- of which, howevthre greater part are false, and wear merely thgerand powder
of philosophy. | have written it not for my own pkure, but for your advantage, that, by pointintheofoundation

of truth, | might lead you back from the pathlesklarness into the right way -- which is certaifdy your own

interest. As far as | am concerned, | have longimall that | seek to know in regard to this matterd have no
need of many books, seeing that during the lasttiyvvo years | have read and re-read all the wihtasfell into

my hands -- including numerous manuscripts, as agethany printed volumes.

In this my tract you will find the subject set fortand the true solution given, not only theordtycdut also from a
practical and allegorical point of view, with a&taess and lucidity such as | believe to be almogtralleled in
any previous philosophical treatise. In quotingale always been careful to give the exact referesathat you
may look out the passage for yourself, and by eliltty considering it, sharpen your understandirggpuld more
easily have composed this treatise, and made nigselin to the Brethren of the Golden Cross, ifd keft out
those references; but for your sake | decided wfiser Do not wonder that | conceal my name, andseefo appear
to you face to face. | have come forward, not fier $ake of any paltry glory, or of worldly praibet to do you
good. Moreover, my teachers, even the true philosay advised me not thus to risk my life for thkesof
obtaining a high place in the world's esteem, {wose myself to greedy robbers or to give occasiomfany crimes
by the prostitution of this profound secret. No bibtlne gentle reader has learned by the works ndi8egius that
whenever he shewed himself openly to the powentulwvent in constant fear of his life. Experienaectes that
many philosophers who gave no thought to theirgreaksafety, have been killed and deprived of ttieature by
greedy and powerful robbers; and it stands to re#tsat any one going about with a great treasuhésithand, must
fall a prey to brigands. Sendivogius concealechhise by an anagram. Thus also a short time agbemot
philosopher and Brother of the Golden Cross, wiieakname has long been familiar to me, concealeeneath an
anagram, and made himself known to his friendsrbgragmatical designation. Why then should | plageself at
the mercy of this impure world? Permit me ratheardriend, to follow the example of the sages, laage the rest
to the thrice good and great God, who will maketmg self known to you in good time, if it be féwetglory of His
name, and for your and my good. Do not be eagenduiire after my name. For even if you should géiniow it,
or become personally acquainted with me, you wbakk to rest satisfied with the contents of thasttrFor | have
solemnly promised two philosophers- Bernard, Cadiriirevisan, and Neigens -- that | will not bettayany one
more than has been revealed in this book. Neiteamixious to ask whether | actually possess tleisipus treasure.
Ask rather whether | have seen how the world waated; whether | am acquainted with the naturbefgyptian
darkness; what is the cause of the rainbow; whihbwithe appearance of the glorified bodies ageeral
resurrection; what is the most indelible colour.y©i that rightly understand this little book, livénquire whether
you have seen that great salt sea, without anysiom, raise a sufficiency of the moisture of ature to the
summits of the highest mountains. Tell me whereetliesulphur out of sulphur, and mercury out ofcuey -- or
where sulphur springs from mercury, and again mgritom sulphur. When was there placed before wyas the
idea of most fervent love, the male and the feraalbracing each other so closely that they coulchare be torn
asunder, but through unsearchable love becamelbye® understand what | am alluding to, and hasggrmed
the experiment with your own hands, and seen lt witur own eyes, | welcome you as fellow partakdrthe
mystery, and have no dearer wish than to enjoy fanailiar intercourse -- for which reason | havecasent forth
into the world this little tract.
If any one complain of the difficulty of our Artet him know that in itself it is perfectly simpl@nd can present no
obstacle to those who love God, and are held wdiyhilim of this knowledge. If any one blame me detting
forth the truths of this Art too plainly and clegrso as to render it possible for any one to gainowledge thereof,
| answer that | have indeed explained them witlficgeht lucidity for those who are worthy and fordained of
God, but that the unworthy can derive no profitiirthem. To some foolish and shallow persons | lseveral



times expounded this Art in the simplest manned, e@ren word for word, but they despised it onlyd amuld not
believe me that there is exhibited in our work aftid resurrection of the dead. Our Art, its theasywell as its
practice, is altogether a gift of God, Who givewliten and to whom He elects: it is not of him thals, or of him
that runs, but simply through the mercy of God. Ugitol had diligently studied this Art for 17 or §8ars, yet |
had, after all, to wait for God's own time, andequtdt as a free gift. No one need doubt the tantbertainty of this
Art. It is as true and certain, and as surely arediby God in nature, as it is that the sun stame®ontide, and the
moon shews her soft splendour at night. But | mastlude this preface, and gird myself for writthg tract itself.
But ye, beloved Brethren of the Golden Cross, wiesadout to learn how to enjoy and use this mastipus gift of
God in secret, do not remain unknown to me, arye iinow me not, be sure that the faithful will lppeoved and
their faith become known through the Cross, whileusity and pleasure overshadow it. God be withAnsen!

The Golden Tract
Concerning The Stone Of The Philosophers.

ANCIENT as well as modern philosophers, most baedoesader, and devoted seeker after true wisdompwhe
through the grace of God they had reached theafdhkir desires, have endeavoured to make thedogery
known to their fellow inquirers in all parts of theorld -- not only because they wished to informrththat the
thrice great and good God had enlightened theidsjiblessed the labours of their hands, and shewhem the
greatest and most profound secret of earthly wisfomwhich benefit all praise, honour, and glorg gustly due to
Him) -- but also that they might afford assistate@éeginners in the Art, by which, with God's pession, they too
might attain to the knowledge of this most holy teyg. Such men there have been in all countriesodgst the
Egyptians Hermes Trismegistus holds the highesepldnen come Chaldaeans, Greeks, Arabs, Ital@asls,
Englishmen, Dutchmen, Spaniards, Germans, Polasgatians, Hebrews, and many others. Though the
aforementioned Sages wrote at different times,iauifferent languages, yet their works exhibitrsarvellous an
agreement, that any true philosopher may easilytegall their hearts had been gladdened by Goldeiiscovery
of this stone, and that they all had performedwisk with their own hands. Now, as the truth ddithviews is
perceived by their agreement, so the disagreenfi@ertain others marks them as false philosopliens.not
knowing the foundation of this glorious Art, and kimg up fanciful theories out of their own headwy exhibit
their ignorance to all.
The aforesaid agreement exists in regard to théekjatts solution, its weight, and the regulationl ancrease of the
fire.
As concerns the Matter, it is one, and containkiwittself all that is needed. Out of it the arpisepares whatever
he wants. Its "Birth is in the sand," as the phiftser Anastratus says in "The Crowd": "Nothing @renprecious
than the red sand of the sea; it is the distill@istare of the Moon joined to the light of the Sand congealed.”
That only this one substance is required is atidsyeAgadmon in the same book. He says: "Know tinégss you
take my body [sulphur] without the spirit [mercumg will not obtain what ye desire. Cease to tlohknany things.
Nature is satisfied with one thing, and he who duossknow it is lost."
In the same way Arnold, of Villa Nova, writes irshiFlower of Flowers"; "Our stone is made out oé ¢hing, and
with one thing." To the same effect he says tadimg of Naples: "All that is in our stone is esdahto it, nor Does
it need any foreign ingredient. Its nature is arg] it is one thing." And Rosinus says: "Know ttegt object of
your desire is one thing, out of which all thinge anade." Lilium: "You have need only of one thimdnich at any
stage of our experiment can be changed into anattare.” So Geber says in his "Summary": "Our stgrone,
one medicine, to which we add nothing, from whiaghtake nothing away, only removing that which is
superfluous.” Again, Scites in "The Crowd" sayse Hssence of this Art is in like manner a certaia thing which
is stronger and more exalted than all other thiagd, is called the most powerful acid, becausbahges gold into
a clear spirit, without which there is neither velieéss, nor blackness, nor redness. When theisgoihed to the
body it becomes one with it; and yet again becoangsirit, and is saturated with the spiritual andhangeable
tincture, and thus again by combination receivbedily tincture which cannot be annihilated. If yolace the body
without the acid over She fire, it will be burnttadestroyed." From these words of Scites the readtgnt
conclude, that not one but two things, namely aytard an acid (as he calls it) are required, aatlaHiquid must
be combined with a dry thing lest the dry thingudddoe consumed by the fire, in order that by théstrthing it
may be preserved from such combustion. To sucmelasion, if rightly accepted, | gladly subscrilBait from the
above mentioned philosophical dicta (however oldguworded they may be) it is clearer than day that
substance of our Blessed Stone is one (althoudgrelift sages call it by different names), and N&ture has made
it ready to the hand of the adept, having willeid tine thing, and no other thing in all the wottwlbe the material
of the Stone. This Matter lies before the eyedlpEaerybody sees it, touches it, loves it, bubws it not. It is
glorious and vile, precious and of small account] s found everywhere. Theophrastus Paracelsins inook



concerning "The Tincture of Physical Things," céllthe Red Lion, which is named by many, but kndwrfew.
Hermes, in the first chapter of his Treatise, dallQuick Silver coagulated in its innermost chard" In the
"Rosary of the Philosophers" it goes by the nam®aif. But, to be brief, our Matter has as many emas there are
things in the world; that is why the foolish knownot. Foolish | call those who, without any praxscknowledge of
Nature and her properties, undertake to learnAtisand come to it (as Arnold says) like the asthe crib, not
knowing for what they open their mouths. Hencs wvell said by Geber, in the "Sum of Perfectiotie'who has
no elementary knowledge of Nature is far from gopraappreciation of this Art." And Rosarius saysadvise no
one to approach this Art unless he knows the placnd the regimen of Nature: if he be acquaintitd these,
little is wanting to him except one thing, nor néwdput himself to a great expense, since the stomee, the
medicine is one, the vessel one, the rule onglidposition one." Yet this one substance is saléiviby the
operation of Nature, and the skill of the Artistat it is transmuted into our White Eagle, nor dibessplendour of
the sun illuminate more abundantly the spagyricdenatith its beams; or, as Basilius Valentinus hgtthat,
"thence is born a spirit white as snow, and anagpéit red as blood, which two spirits are conggirin a third
hidden thing." Hence King Aros well says: "Our nmekdé is composed out of two things having one essen
namely, through the mercurial union of a solid arljuid, a spiritual and a corporeal, a cold amdagst, a warm
and a dry, and in no other way can it be made." Rinthard the Englishman says: "The stone is omefrtédicine
one, which, however, according to the philosopecalled Rebis (Two-thing), being composed of thiags,
namely a body and spirit [red or white]. But oveistmany foolish persons have gone astray, explginiin divers
ways." Rebis is two things, and these two thingsaare thing, namely, water joined to a body, byclhihe body is
dissolved into a spirit, that is, mineral watert oiwhich it was first made; and this body andisphake up one
mineral water, which is called Elixir, that is tays ferment; for then water and spirit are oneghuf which is
composed a tincture and medicine for purging atllié®. And thus, according to the philosophers, axeetthe
nature of sulphur and mercury above ground, whilgenground they become gold and silver. Bernardin€of
Trevisan and the March, says: "Our work is perfaifog means of one root, and two crude mercuriastauizes,
drawn and extracted from a mineral, pure and cleging conjoined by the heat of friendship, as thigter
requires, and carefully cooked until the two thibgsome one thing," &c. Basilius Valentinus (LibatNet
Supernat., c. 4) says: "l will make this knownhee in all truth for the love of God], that the roé philosophic
sulphur, which is a heavenly spirit, is unitedhie same material with the root of the spiritual andernatural
mercury, and the principle of spiritual salt -- @fitwhich is made the Stone, and not out of sevlrags. That
universal thing, the greatest treasure of eartléglam, is one thing, and the principles of thréagh are found in
one, which has power to change all metals into ©he.three things are the true spirit of mercung the soul of
sulphur, united to spiritual salt, and dwellingoime body; they are dragon and eagle, king and dipinit and body,
etc."

In this way our prepared material is also calledenaad female, active and passive. So Zimon say§;lie Crowd"
: "Know that the secret of the work consists inerahd female, i.e., an active and a passive plendip lead is
found the male, in orpiment the female. The majeices when the female is brought to it, and thedke receives
from the male a tinging seed, and is coloured thefeAnd Diomedes says: "Join the male child of'tkd servant'
to the fragrant spouse, and they will produce thjeai of our Art. But you must not introduce anyeign matter,
neither dust, nor any other thing. The conceptidhthen be perfect, and a true son will be borh, Gow precious
is the nature of the 'red servant,’ without whorthimg can be effected !I" Others call it quicksilver mercury, and
sulphur, or fire, as Roger Bacon says, in the tbirapter of his "Mirror" : "Out of sulphur and marg are all
metals, and nothing adheres to them, neitherigegbto them, or transmutes them, but what is ohthend thus we
must accept mercury and sulphur as the matteredgtibne.” So also Menabadus says: "He who joirckgilver to
the body of magnesia, and the woman to the margastthe secret essence by which bodies are ealdurullius
in his "Codicil" says : "The property of our mergus to be coagulated by its sulphur”. And, in Bractice of his
Testament: "The silver is a flowing moisture, fingtabove and preserving the whole from combustion.
Others use the names, body, spirit, and soul. Annsld, in his "Flower of Flowers," says: "The Sadeve
affirmed that our Stone is composed of body, smud] spirit, and they have spoken truly. For thedrfect part they
have compared to a body, because it is weak. Therweey have called spirit, and truly, because #pirit. The
ferment they have termed soul, because it givegdithe imperfect body (which before was dead), rmakes its
form more beautiful."

Again, he says: "A spirit is never joined to a bduy by the interposition of a soul. For the ssuthe medium
between body and spirit, joining them together."ridious says: "The soul quickly enters its own bedyut if you
tried to join it to a foreign body, you would lalvda vain." And Lilium says: "Body, soul, and spimake up one
thing, which has all in itself, and to which nothiis added.”



But why should we mention and explain all the natmegvhich our Matter is designated? We will be emtwith
the foregoing, seeing that they are the most comamointhe most germane to our purpose. In the fillgwages,
after endeavouring to find where our substancehiigésand where it may be obtained, we will say samords
about the mode of its dis solution, that beingradtethe principal object of our inquiry. And firsas concerns the
search after our Matter, we should remember thdtdrbeginning, when there was nothing but Himgadfg, who
is infinite in wisdom, created two classes of tlsngamely, those that are in heaven, and thosatbatnder
heaven. The heavenly things (about which we neétiere speak at length) are the heavens themsaéshe
dwellers in heaven The things that are under tlwdmes were created out of four elements, and anencmly
divided into three classes. Those that live antiHfele the first place, and are called animals. $&eond class are
the plants, that grow out of the earth, but do f8et. The third class, that of the minerals, ha®itgin
underground. These three classes include all tiesteath the moon) has been created out of the etendéhey can
never become more or less, and God has bound leaght® its own genus and species, so that it carimnge
from one genus to another. If any one tried to neakean or a tree out of a stone, or a monkey ar ded of a plant,
or an animal or a plant out of lead, he would bevpnted from doing so by the eternal order of theaGKing. If
such a thing were possible, all classes of natbjdcts could be changed into one. But, becauseagbange
would put an end to the world, the Ruler of thevénse does not permit it. Nay, what is more, Heamdy
restricted everything to its own kind, but gavelteaeated thing its own seed, by which it mighpbepagated after
its own manner -- always remaining in its own clasgl not overstepping the bounds of some otheiespdf any
one wished to change a man into a horse, an amppl@ailettuce, a diamond or any other jewel intlnl gobe would
make an enormous mistake. For such an attempt vibeuhainst the nature of sublunar things. And aws$ in the
beginning so it shall be in the end, when the Almtygwho in the beginning said "Let it be,"” shallys'Let it
perish." But among those things which have a comsufistance, seed, and elementary compositionpdtis
difficult to accomplish an amelioration and impravent, by the purification of their matter. So weynsae a man
of a clear and subtle mind attain to a higher degfehuman excellence than others who are lessdgitthis
difference arises from the superior purity and letptof his spiritual substance, which again ha®iigin in a
rectified and well constituted body. Thus also we ene horse excel the strength and speed of anatitkit is the
same with all kinds of living beings. A like rulelds good to an even greater degree in regarcatdgphnd trees --
with trees, by transplanting, grafting, and kindneelthods well familiar to gardeners; while as toentvegetable
natures, we are taught by daily experience howtpland flowers of the same kind differ from eadteotin glory,
in beauty, in fragrance, and savour. Of this cloued tulips afford a striking instance. Into hownyaifferent
species have these flowers been developed; andie¥ea new developments are being made more hddtaifn
day to day, and it is universally admitted thaterewere there such fine and fragrant flowers befdfeat am | to
say about metals which have a common substanceslypaquicksilver, digested and consolidated bygbeer of
sulphur ? Concerning this common substance, Ricthar&nglishman has the following words: "Naturs ha
elaborated all kinds of fusible things by a natgralcess out of mercury, and the substance ofiighar, because it
is the property of quicksilver to be consolidatgdsteam, as by the heat of white and red sulphiciwdioes not
burn."

The same view is expressed by Arnold (pt. I., cp."Quicksilver is the elementary form of all thys -fusible; for
all things fusible, when melted, are changed iftand it mingles with them because it is of thmeaubstance
with them. Such bodies differ from quicksilver lretr composition only so far as itself is or is free from the
foreign matter of impure sulphur.” Similarly Rosin{Ad Saratantam) says: "The substance of all métahe heart
of the earth is solidified and imperfect quicksilvi®r by the quickening heat of sulphur differemetals (according
to the different varieties of sulphur) are genatatethe earth; their original substance is onetaedsame, and is
modified only by a greater or smaller externaluefice." Hence we see daily how busily Nature isipied in
bringing them to mortification and perfection. Ntive perfection of metals, and the final intentidMNature in
regard to them, is gold. For all metals shew thatiule has done something for them towards ultipatéection, no
metal is so base as not to contain a single grfagield or silver Nature would always change quiblesi that has
within itself its own sulphur into gold, if she veenot often hindered by some outward impedimeat, impure,
foetid, and combustible sulphur. In most cases gottlig out pure, clear, free from dross, and uehixith any
other metals. But most frequently a large quamitioreign sulphur mingles with the quicksilverdatiius prevents
its perfect development; and, according to theegprf that sulphur, different kinds of metals gemerated, as
Aristotle says (4. Meteor.): "If the quicksilver béa good substance but the sulphur impure andastible, it
changes the quicksilver into brass. If the quisksilbe stony, impure, and earthy, and the sulpbtpuare, it
becomes iron. Tin seems to have good and pure gjlviek but the sulphur is bad and not well mixeead has
gross, bad, and ill-smelling quicksilver, and isgmot properly coagulated."



That retarding, combustible, and foetid sulphurdsthe true fire that fashions metals; but quickesihas its own
sulphur in itself, which is sufficient for the purge of fashioning it, as Bernard, Count of Trevjsays: "Some
believe that in the generation of metals, a sulighsubstance is introduced from without; but, oa ¢bntrary, it is
clear that in the working of Nature sulphur is attg enclosed in the mercury. Yet it has no powétr éxcept
through the moving heat, by which the said sulpgwhanged, and with it two other qualities of thercury. In this
way, then, Nature generates by means of this sulplewifferent kinds of metals in the veins of dath,
according to the diversity of degrees and altenstibFor in metals, according to Arnold (pt. I., @p), "there is a
two-fold superfluity: one that is enclosed in theeérmost nature of the quicksilver, and got thétbe first
mingling of the metal; the other does not belontheoessence of it, is external to it, and corhletiTo remove the
former is a difficult task; the latter may be reradwvithout any difficulty. The combustible sulphsitaken away
by being subjected to the action of fire, or istd®ged by foreign bodies; but the other, whichnishe quicksilver,
is preserved by it from combustion." But againt ithavard sulphur which fashions the quicksilverdrging to it,
and matures it towards perfection, is either purenpure, combustible or incombustible. Impure suiphinders
the digestion of the quicksilver, which cannot tensformed into gold until that which does not Ingldo it has
been entirely separated from it; but the pure, imzostible, fixed sulphur remains with it, and tlaength it
passes either into gold or silver, according asthghur is either white or red. This internal $ulpis nothing but
mature mercury, and the most advanced part ofuleksjlver. and for this reason the quicksilveraiges it so
kindly, as being of its own essence, while it regabe other which is foreign to it. So Richard BErglishman says,
in his ninth chapter: "The more simple the sulpkuthe more readily does it combine with simpld anre
mercury, and the more intimately they combine tloeenprecious is the metal which is produced. "Buhs
sulphur, says Avicenna, "is not found on earthgekin so far as it exists in metallic bodies tlyloghe action of
the sun and moon. In the sun it exists in a ped&te, because there it is better digested amttit" According
to Richard, in his twelfth chapter, the red sulpbiithe philosophers exists in the sun on accofiits greater
digestion, and the white sulphur in the moon oroant of its inferior digestion."

Since, then, the substance of the metals is one@mdnon to all, and since this substance is (edhence, or after
laying aside in course of time the foreign and sulphur of the baser metals by a process of gtatigestion)
changed by the virtue of its own indwelling sulpimto GOLD. which is the goal of all the metalsgahe true
intention of Nature -- we are obliged to admit, dmeely confess that in the mineral kingdom, ad aglin the
vegetable and animal kingdoms, Nature seeks andmf#sra gradual attainment of perfection, and augdad
approximation to the highest standard of purity ercellence.

| thought it would be best, O friendly searcheNafture, to discuss the matter more in detail, deothat you might
the more readily know and make use of the substahoar Stone! For if you attempted to produce $tane out of
an animal substance you would fail, because thettings belong to different natural orders. For $itene is a
mineral, but you would be trying to fashion it @fitan animal substance. "But nothing," says ouh®id, in his
first chapter, "can be got out of a thing whicimé in it. Therefore every species, every genusryeratural order,
is naturally developed within its own limits, besgifruit after its own kind, and not within soménet essentially
different order: everything in which seed is sowastrcorrespond to its own seed." And Basil. Valamdisays:
"Consider and know, my friend, that you must nd¢sean animal soul for this your purpose. ForHlasd blood
were given by the Creator to animals, and are prigpanimals, and from them animals are formedtaodght
forth.” For this reason | wonder at those who wishe regarded as great adepts, and yet look éosuhstance of
the stone in female menstruums, the seminal feggis, hairs, urine, and similar things, and areasbamed to fill
so many volumes with their vain and worthless regj@and to deceive the ignorant with such foofstile, and
useless speculations. Roger, in his "Mirror" (@p, iexpresses his amazement at the folly of tmea when he
exclaims: "How strange that any sane person sHoaldfor what he wants in the animal and vegetaimdds,
which have nothing whatever to do with the objddtie search, while the mineral world is quite eady to his
hand. It is incredible that any philosopher shasthblish his art on such a remote foundation,Exodeed by
way of allegory." "For our Stone (says Basil) i nade of combustible things. Verily that Stone #relmatter
thereof are safe from all such violence, theret@mase to seek it in the animal kingdom; for Naheeself could not
find it there." Again, whoever hopes to find itthre vegetable world, as, for instance, in treedydydlowers, is
quite as much mistaken as he who would change iambimto a stone. Plants and trees, with all thay produce,
may be consumed by fire, and leave nothing behindHz dust out of which they are made, and thenddth at
the first creation of their species they receiwedf Nature. Let no one be misled by the confidesedions of
those who pretend that they can produce the Piplests Stone out of wheat, or out of wine. Thessqes fancy
they understand the meaning of a certain passaipe mritings of Raymond Lullius, but they exhitiie depth of
their folly by the assumption of profound wisdomgdahus only deceive themselves and others. | ddewy that
some excellent solvents, indispensable both telilysician and to the chemist, are obtained froredlsmurces; but



| do most positively deny that the Philosophern8tcan be prepared, or its seed elicited, frormtlsince the
Creator has ordained that nothing should overs$tefpounds of the natural order to which it wasipaitly
assigned. Hence every true disciple of wisdom nzkiey that the substance of the Stone is to bénglotaeither in
the animal nor in the vegetable world, seeing ltiedih are combustible. We must therefore look faniiong
incombustible things, that is to say, in the mih&rarld, and thence only can we prepare it. Siticen, the Stone of
the Wise is mineral, and there are different kiofisiinerals, as stones (including clay and theedififit varieties of
earth), salts, general minerals, and metals, we fatther ask, in which of all these it is contain®/e may at once
eliminate stones, because they contain no fusieleunny and cannot be melted, dissolved, or divideatheir
component parts on account of the large quantifgrefign sulphur and earthly substance which cleabem.

Nor will the wise investigator of Nature's secrexpect to find the substance of the Blessed Stosalis, alums, or
similar minerals. In them he meets with a sharprombng, destructive spirit, but mercury and sulpltas
understood by philosophers, he would vainly loak €@eneral minerals, like magnesia, bismuth, antiynetc., can
never under any circumstances become metals; hew, tan the substance of this Stone, which igskential
perfection of all metals and minerals, be obtaifnech them? Moreover, they have nothing in commothwietals,
but do burn corrode, and destroy them: -- how tteanthey be the means of their improvement?

Hear what Richard the Englishman has to say orhiiss! (cp. x.) : "The lesser minerals cannot becoetals --
First, because they were not generated out ofldmentary substance of metals, which is quicksilBert seeing
that their generation differs from the generatibmetals in form, and substance, and compositlugy tan never
become metals, because things belonging to the spenges have the same elementary substance, @mgl fspm
the same seed. But the lesser minerals are notajeddrom mercury, as we learn from Aristotle &wvicenna. If
they were to become metals, they would have togdano the elementary substance of metals. Andessuch a
transformation is beyond the power of chemistrgytban never become metals; that is to say, theyewger be the
substance of the Stone. Second, since the leseerats cannot be come the elementary substancetafsnwhich
is mercury, they can never reach the middle an@tickof the same development, namely, metals antiritture.
But because the properties of the lesser mineralfoeeign to those of the metals, although they heave some of
the virtues of minerals, yet on the whole theylass excellent and are liable to be injured by. fileerefore the
nature of metals delights not in them, but repedsrt, while it receives that which is suited td-ibr this reason they
are foolish who bring in so many foreign speculadidor the purpose of imposing upon their heaffershe things
they put forward are altogether unlike metals aawul mever receive nor impart their nature.”

The student must not suffer himself to be misledhaylanguage occasionally employed with regashtts by the
philosophers whom we have quoted, as, for instamben it is said, in the mystic language of oure&sagHe who
works without salt will never raise dead bodies};amain, when he reads in the book of SoliloqUidg, who works
without salt draws a bow without a string." For youst know that these sayings refer to a very wffekind of
salt from the common mineral. This you may see fthenfollowing passage of the "Rosary of the Ploifdgers":
"The salt of metals is the Philosopher's StonepforStone is water congealed in gold and siltés; hostile to fire
and may be dissolved into the water of which @amposed after its kind." And that the "congealeden’ of the
Sages does not mean ordinary water may be gatfreradhe following words of Geber (lib. forn., cfx.): "Seek
to resolve the sun and the moon into their dry watkich the vulgar call mercury." The Sages hdse described
their earth under the name of salt -- e.g., in"8@unding of the Trumpet,” where it is said: "Thddich is left at the
bottom of the distilling vessel is our salt -- ti@to say, our earth.” And in the "Allegories bétWise" one bursts
forth into these words: "Mark well that those badvehich flow forth from our bodies are salts anghad.” At times
they call the medicine itself "Salt," as in theldaling passage of the "Scale" : "The virtue of $keond water is to
exalt earth into its own mineral salt, as thougdiragating it by its own strength.” And Arnold, s work
concerning the "Preservation of Youth," (lib. isays: "This prepared salt has great virtue inguréisg youth. The
Sages have compared it to the natural heat ofthegdtuth. The Stone itself has sometimes beenchlfethe wise
the Animal Stone, sometimes the Mineral Secregamount this similitude; sometimes the Everlasiegnedy, or
the Water of Life. The whole preparation may beuredl to the purest drinking water, like other tisitigat have the
same properties." From the aforesaid it clearlyeapp that we are forbidden both by the teachirtheBages and
by the nature of the thing to suppose that the&stam be made out of the lesser minerals.

We should next enquire more carefully whether tla¢ten of our Stone may be obtained from the inteliate
minerals -- like bismuth, antimony, magnesia, amas. They are certainly often mentioned in thisrextion by
the Sages. Thus Senior says, in a certain pas8agetlow orpiment has not the power of coagulgtimercury our
Magistery can never attain its goal." Thomas deiAagirecommends us to take "our antimony or blacthée'
while Parmenides, in "The Crowd," says: "Take gsiieler and coagulate it in the body of magnesiazasruptible
sulphur.” But in all such passages these termased metaphorically; it is not meant that the G&tahe can ever
be made out of such substances. The orpiment agdesia of the Sages are not the common mineralshéu



substance which in other passages is called thatAtye Lion, the King, Sulphur, and by many othames. They
call it orpiment because it gives a deeper and rodhent colouring to gold; magnesia becausehef éxcellence
and greatness of that which is gained from it;raatiy, with Thomas Aquinas, on account of the faniitiblackness
which it assumes after solution. As a matter of, fatien the Stone has assumed its ebony colouratteeipn the
habit of comparing it to all black things.

But it may be said that some of these intermediatesrals are, as a matter of fact, composed of tngiand
sulphur, and may become metals, e.g., magnesiasunith lead and tin, and antimony not only mingléth
metals, but also produces a lead not very diffeiremh natural lead. Moreover, it is asserted thahynpersons of
high and low degree have actually seen gold madeesk minerals. It is further said that as theserals are
composed of mercury and sulphur (and can by chémieans be reduced to them), and are thereforeofmenon
origin with the metals, the substance of the Stoag also be elicited from them. But, in the firktqe, we must
draw a distinction between the various mineralshisf class, namely those which contain mercury,thnde which
hardly ever contain it. Those that are full of meycare of greater account, since, by means oMadicine, their
mercury may be transformed into gold and silved, dheir nature being partly metallic, they may Mol called
half metals. But the rest, which have no mercurg,cd no use for our purpose. But forasmuch agawount of the
gross and combustible sulphur which is in themnehe first are very far indeed from the metallaal so they
cannot be taken for the substance of our Stonehadfiould be pure and perfect mercury combined puitie,
subtle, and incombustible sulphur. That they arstrimopure and deeply infected with the grossnesheif
sulphur, may be easily seen by the test of a cle@maigperiment. One of them (zinetum) might, by ozasf its
weight and brilliance, be taken at first sight farre mercury by the careless; but when broughtedest of fire it is
consumed with a smoke, like that of sulphur. Bidmon the other hand, is not even fusible by firguch is its
earthy grossness and impurity. Antimony, again,@&purged by a chemical process, and reduceddoyavhite
and beautiful regulus. As we gaze upon it in thigffed state, it seems difficult to believe thatriay not be
transformed into something glorious. Hence it isural that some self-conceited people should happased that
the Stone may be prepared from it. But however namthmony is purged of its blackness, it still ietaits
grossness, hardness, and sulphuric propertiegninever become malleable (like the metals), ascktare, in spite
of its numerous affinities, cannot be regarded aetal. Moreover, it has gross and impure mercamng its sulphur
is combustible. Ye, then, who would be great phifdgers and do deceive many with your voluminousings, in
which you put this mineral forward as the esseridheuniversal remedy -- | ask you again and agameconsider
your opinion, and to mark the saying of Arnold,tttiais foolish to seek in a thing that which ibes not contain.”
He also says, in his Commentary on "The Crowd"he"philosopher's stone is a pure substance." Agalhis in
his "Last Testament," observes: "Our tincture ihimy but pure fire." There is an expression toghme effect in
his "Vade Mecum" : "It is a subtle spirit whichdi@s bodies and cleanses them of their leprousriitis." But this
mineral (like all the rest, without a single exdep} is so gross and impure that it can only bartsed by the
mediation of our tincture. Therefore, the substasfosur Great Stone cannot be elicited from itcsifRichard, cp.
I.) nothing can be obtained from a body which doatsexist therein. What shall we say of vitriol, ialhmisleads
many by its wonderful qualities, especially as sqrag of it changes into copper, and itself hagptneer of
transforming if on into copper? As a matter of fécis the elementary substance of copper, anchwthis mineral
vapour (or aeriform mercury) finds in the mineralns of the earth a place where its bitter, a@#t, and venereal
sulphur lies hid, it immediately amalgamates witimio a metal. But since the quantity of the agaid sulphur
greatly exceeds that of the mercury, when the puseparated from the impure, and the combustibla the
incombustible by the segregating office of Nattine, mercury itself is changed into a greenish iafesubstance.
When common sulphur is added to copper, and théewdrought in contact with fire (for art can doibyense heat
in a few moments what it takes the gentle heatatfid a long time to accomplish) it corrodes thepew, and
changes it into vitriol, and, in proportion to theantity of the sulphur, the vitriol assumes aeicbr fainter colour;
whence it comes that some vitriol contains morepeo@and some less. In iron, too, there is grogshsmj hence it is
corroded by vitriol which seeks its mercury (thercuey of iron being very like that of vitriol), anthe mercury
being joined to the sulphur) the iron becomes popper.

It should be carefully noticed that the acid spfivitriol is generated from sulphur; for the siwl sulphur is
perceived in the spirit of vitriol, and the spiitsulphur, like the spirit of vitriol, has power thange into vitriol.
Since, then, this corrosive sulphur is hid in witrend since it contains so small a quantity gune mercury, we
may be sure that it cannot be the object of ourckedn this we agree with Alphidius, who says: K&deed, my
son, and eschew dead bodies, and stones; in thiags there is no true way of procedure, for thigrpreserves
not, but destroys. Such are salts, orpiments, eErs@agnesia, bismuth, tutty, and the like." Andhéid (Flos Flor.)
says: "The reason of these mistakes is that thesfaitits, viz., orpiment, salt of ammonia, mercuapd sulphur, are
not the seed of perfect or imperfect metals (exagftourse, mercury and sulphur by themselves)."



But from these last words of Arnold it might beded that common mercury and quicksilver are thistnce of
the stone, seeing that these are referred to thesforits, and that sulphur is supposed to codatdithe mercury.
But | answer, with Richard the Englishman, in Heventh chapter, that it does not really do so.dv@ry kind of
common sulphur is repugnant to metals, as the Sage "Indeed you must know that sulphur comes fout of
the fatness of the earth, and is thickened in timera by gentle heat; when it becomes hard itlied¢aulphur.”
Now there are two kinds of sulphur, the living ahd combustible. Quick sulphur is the active ppleiof metals,
and, when purged from all foreign matter, is thetti®taof our Stone. But the common combustible wgii not the
Matter of metals or of our Stone; rather, it izingus to them. Common, combustible sulphur -- s@keetold by
Avicenna and Richard the Englishman -- has nottordp with our art. However carefully preparedsti
disintegrates and destroys metals, because itdaffinity with them. When enclosed in metals gitards their
fusion. This is clearly seen in the case of irohjolr contains hard, gross, and impure sulphur. Whisrsulphur is
burned it is nothing but a dead, earthy, powdebstance. How then can it impart life to other tisipdror it has
two principles of decay -- its inflammability arntg iarthy impurity. The sulphur of the Sages, @ndtiner hand, is
living fire; it is quick, and quickens and matutiésless substances. Common sulphur, then, carmtiidsubstance
of the Stone.

But what shall we infer concerning common mercuriie Sages tell us that the Matter of our Stonen®ecurial
substance, and many of its qualities closely re¢ethiose of vulgar mercury. For it is the elementarbstance of
all fusible minerals, as Arnold says (Ros., ptCh, ii.): "Since all fusible substances, when egliare changed into
it, and it mingles with them because of its commature: they can differ from it only in so far agdntains impure
foreign sulphur.” And, again (cp. iv.): "Living nery is clearly most perfect, and proved in alldgerations, since
it saves from combustion and promotes fusion. tlhésred tincture, the sum of perfection, and qaiskightning;
nor is it severed from that with which it has migdjlso long as it exists. The same is full of affintleaving
faithfully, and is the medium by which tinctureg amited, for it mingles most intimately with thepgnetrating
naturally into their inmost part, for it is of tikame nature. We imitate Nature exactly, who inrhigiera hath no
other matter whereon she works except a pure maldéarm. It is the only thing that overcomes fiemd is not
overcome by it, but delights in its amicable warrh#hgain, Bernard says "In this mercury is enclosedential
sulphur, which the fire cannot touch; and it acctishgs our object without any other substance thahof pure
mercury." Seeing, then, that mercury has such gbroperties, it must surely be the substanaaiofStone?
True; but as there are two kinds of sulphur, seetlage two kinds of mercury, the common mercury tledmercury
of the Sages. Common mercury is gross and crudejoes it stand the test of fire like our mercumyt is
dissipated in the form of smoke, even by gentld.ldance the Sages have laid down this rule: "Oencory is not
the mercury of the vulgar herd." So Lullius say&a{Ccp. 1.) : "Common quicksilver, however car&fydrepared,
can never become the quicksilver of the Sages;dommon quicksilver can only stand the test of liiyethe aid of
some other dry and more highly digested quicksiMBut most students of this art have spoken Igrgbbut the
sublimation of common mercury, and have persisteskeking the treasure of earthly wisdom wherarinot be
found, because Nature has not placed it there. #ualy, the working even of common mercury is sanderful that
it has misled some who supposed themselves todpsanh this art. The following is a case in polknew a man
who succeeded in giving to his amalgam an oranfgicdout he could not get it any nearer to thevapbf gold.
At last this clever chemist determined to incretageheat of the furnace, thinking that this wouddida the desired
effect of more intimately combining the variousriedients. But alas ! the alembic burst, the gold tmarled into
the fire, and almost changed from its nature bystiievolatile mercury. Hence it appears that thercury (which is
its body) so strongly affected the gold in its ntasi particles as to reduce it to a tincture, alffioseveral colours
were obtained by the action of the heat on theadeattass. If that good man had taken to heart Aaldrds in
the "Flower of Flowers," he would never have mddg experiment. For the said Arnold makes referém¢kose
who adopt this method in the following terms: "THayew that mercury is the elementary principlehaf metals,
and that they are produced through its digestiothbyheat of sulphur; they therefore sublimed mgroy itself,
then fixed and consolidated it, again melted it ditdagain coagulate it: but when they came to éxaiie
alembic, they found no gold, etc." Therefore wenmdrbelieve that common quicksilver is the substawithe
Stone. At the same time | do not deny that it #dpensable both to the philosophical chymist anithé physician.
We have carefully sought the substance of our stotiee animal and vegetable world, among stommsselr,
intermediate, and greater minerals, but in vain.rist now see whether we can find it in the metais, if so,
whether in all or only in some. It is a well-knofiact (to which Roger bears witness, Spec., cp, that all metals
are generated out of sulphur and quicksilver, aatinothing will become one with them, or changanthbut what
originates in themselves; since a thing can beldped and improved only by that which belongs $wivn nature
(Richard, cp. i.).



| need not say that the Great Artist has ordaihatthroughout the whole of Nature things shouldegate and
produce only that which is like them, so that,ifetance, a horse can never be the offspring cdia iAs brute
animals," says Basil Valentine, "cannot multiplyeattheir kind by way of generation except by \értof their
common nature; so you cannot expect to obtain thesBd Stone, but out of its own seed, out of whiafas made
from the beginning. Now to find the seed you shdlildjently consider for what purpose you require Store. You
will at once see that it can be obtained only ftbenmetallic root from which God has ordained thatmetals
themselves should be generated. Moreover, thergtisat conformity between the generation of the@alsand the
Stone. For in both sulphur and quicksilver (coritajrthat salt which is their quickening soul) andispensably
required; nor can any useful metal be generatdtitbase three (making up the metallic substanesetbeen
combined for in the composition of metals there timesnothing which has not been obtained from aahiet
source." "No external thing says Draco, "whichas eerived from these two [sulphur and mercury] pawer to
produce or transmute metals. On this account we salsct a metallic substance for the productiothefStone."
We must next briefly enquire whether it is to barfd in imperfect metals. Many imagine that the tarxe of the
white (tincture) may be elicited from tin or leaahd that of the red out of copper or iron, or bdthis idea is
doubtless owing to a misconception of the wordhefSages. For Geber (lib. forn. cp., ix.) sayfiémass for
fermentation we generally gain from the imperféade] bodies." Therefore we lay it down as a gémelathat the
white paste may be extracted from Jupiter and Batbe red from Venus, Saturn, and Mars. And B&silentinus
says (Lib. de phys. et hyperphys.), that the tirectsl prepared out of a conjunction of Mars andigeigain
(Triumph. Antimon.), he uses these words: "Aftas tincture of the Sun and Moon comes the tinctdréenus and
Mars which two make up the tincture of the Sun, mvtreey have been thoroughly perfected and condeAdtd
these come the tinctures of Jupiter and of Saforrtlfe coagulation of mercury) and at last thettine of mercury
itself." But the searcher of Nature must know thate can be no contradiction of opinion betweehe®er Basil,
for it is impossible that the true philosophersidt@ver lie, and so these words should be pareddiyliunderstood.
For no perfection can be obtained from imperfectatseeither by themselves or mixed, nor can thathis itself
imperfect bring other things to perfection. For fheest substance of mercury is required for oupgse, as is
testified in the "Sounding of the Trumpet," andAwicenna, Lullius, and almost all the Sages, whanimously
affirm that "the purest substance of mercury ieced by us for our work." Now this highly refinedbstance of
mercury is not found in the base metals, since #reyendered so gross by their impure and uneéaksulphur,
that, like leprous bodies, they can never be thginbupurged and cleansed, in which process is $keree of our
artifice. Nor do they well stand the test of fivehich is one of the properties required in our Mattet us hear
what Geber has to tell us (Summa, cp. ixiii.) conoey the impurity of imperfect metals, and thegedies of
perfect mercury: "Thus," he says, "we happen upanrhost wonderful secrets. The one is that theigtea
twofold cause for the destruction of every [impetfenetal by fire: namely, (1), the combustibleguir enclosed
in their interior substance is kindled by fierceheand (unimpeded by any excellence in their mg)annihilates,
and converts into smoke their entire substanceft{)outward flame is fed by them, penetratestimeir interior,
and dissolves them into smoke, even though thexebesolid; (3), their interior is laid bare by calation. Now
when all these conditions of destruction are fotaggther, bodies must needs be destroyed; if treepat found
together, they are destroyed somewhat more sldhvblg.second secret is the excellence which quiaksimparts
to bodies. For quicksilver (no other condition etdy being present) does not permit itself to Ipaisged into its
elements, but proves its perfection by preservimgubstance intact in the fire. Blessed be Godavkated it, and
gave it such' a substance and such propertiega®afound in all Nature besides. This is thatohtovercomes
fire, and delights in its amicable heat. "Here Gatbearly shews that the substance of our Stoneatagxist in
imperfect metals; because things that are imputkeémselves do not abide the fire which might guttiem, while
our mercury (on account of its purity) is not ire tflightest degree injured by the fire. Thus we@iee that no one
imperfect metal can contain the substance of cameStBut neither is it to be found in a mixturdrapure metals --
for by mixing they become less pure than they vbeffere. Moreover we said above that the substaecesquired
was one. This fact is clearly set forth by Halys.(secret., cp. vi.), when he says: "The Stor@rie; nothing else
must be added to it: out of one substance the Sagas our remedy. Nothing else must mingle wiith Stone
itself, or with its substance." And Morienus sd{fhis Magistery grows from one original root, whibranches out
into several parts, and from which springs oneghiBut if base metals cannot be the substanckeoStone, why
do the Sages bid us employ them? | will tell yothédv they speak of impure bodies, they do not megapaer, iron,
lead, tin &c., but its own body, or its earth --Aamold (Flos Flor.) says "Mercury is united to #ai.e., to an
imperfect substance [or body]. "For though thistle@ais so perfect and pure that in these respeatsuld seem to
attain the utmost possibility of Nature, yet inaedjto the Stone it is still imperfect and impurethis point art
leaves Nature behind, since it accomplishes whatridaould not perform. That this earth beforglenary
purgation and regeneration is imperfect, may be f®en the fact that it cannot yet accomplish morthe matter



of tinging than Nature has given to it, while aftsrregeneration it is most powerful. Its grossnieslearly
perceived in an actual experiment: for first iblack and looks like lead or antimony; then it issavhitish colour,
and is called Jupiter (or tin, or magnesia), amgldlso before it has attained true whitenesswihan it has passed
the white stage it is called Mars and Venus; dfiat it becomes perfect and red. That Basil Vatergtiagrees with
me, and did not really hold the opinion which hpressed in some of his writings, is clear fromtrast concerning
the Great Stone where (speaking of the Matter@fStone) he says that in the Sun all three peofextire found
together, whence it derives its power of resisthegfire, and that the Moon, on account of itsdixeercury, does
not easily yield to the fire, but endures the tridhat noble paramour Venus," he continues, "igiihed with an
abundance of colour, and the greater and richergbduer body is full of tincture. The colour isetsame which
dwells in the most precious of metals, and on agtofiits abundance has a reddish appearancetBubdly is
leprous, for which reason the tincture cannot rerfiaed in it, but evaporates when the former istdeyed. For
when the body decays the soul cannot remain, lispated and driven off. Its habitation is degtd and burnt
with fire, and its place knows it no more. In agfikbody it would without difficulty remain. The &d ' salt ' gives
to brave Mars a hard, strong, and heavy body; wiéme strength of his soul is perceived: for thésnor is not
easily overcome. For his body is hard and diffi¢altvound."

But let no one conclude from these words of Basithat that fixed sulphur of Venus, when unitethi spirit of
perfect mercury, will become the tincture. We nmagsin repeat that our substance is not collectad fnany
sources; but, as Basilius says, it is one universad), and is found in, and obtained from onedhioeing the spirit
of mercury, the soul of sulphur, and a spiritudi, smited under one heaven and dwelling in oneybdtierefore let
us turn our backs upon the base metals, and turmimals to the precious metals, taking to hears¢hmords of
Plato (qu. ii.): "Why do you melt and dissolve athedies with great labour, when in these [the iptezmetals]
you have what you seek? If you wish to use the baals, you must first change them into the suicstaf perfect
bodies." Therefore, beloved inquirer into the stscod Nature, leave on one side all things animaleegetable, all
salts, alums, vitriols, bismuths, magnesias, antie®) and all base and impure metals, and seeRttine with
Arnold de Vill.nov. ( Pt. 1., cp. vii.): "in Mercyrand the Sun for the Sun, and in Mercury and tleeh/for the
Moon; since the whole virtue of this art consistshem alone."For as the source of ignition is, fa@ gold is the
principle of gold making," says Ripley, in his "iiGate." If, therefore, thou wouldest make gold sitver by the
philosopher's art, take for this purpose neithgsegor blood, but gold and silver, which, beinbjeated to the
action of fire naturally, prudently, and not marnyadenerate new substances after their own kike,dll things in
Nature. Richard (cp. x.) tells us "to sow gold aiider, that aided by our labour they may bringHdruit, through
the mediation of Nature: for these two have [arg] ahat you seek and nothing else in all the wbrahd why
should I not fix on them since they contain purd parfect mercury, with red and white sulphur. fRid, cp. xvii.)
So Avicenna teaches that, "in all silver is whéte,in all gold there is red, sulphur. No other Buldike that which
exists in these bodies is found on all the eartter@fore we cunningly prepare these two bodies wwbanay have
sulphur and quicksilver of the same substanceasnthich generates gold and silver under the ekahthey are
shining bodies, whose rays tinge other bodies tuith whiteness and redness, according to the mafitieeir own
preparation.” "For our Magistery," says, Arnold §aa pt. 1., cp. v.) "aids perfect bodies, and warnon the
imperfect without the admixture of anything elsald, then, being the most precious of all the nsetalthe red
tincture, tinging and transforming every body. 8ilis the white tincture, tinging other bodies withperfect
whiteness." Let me tell the gentle reader thantle¢als, that is to say, gold and silver in theitatie form, are not
the Matter of our Stone -- being in the middle ewthem and the base metals, as our Matter iwimiddle
between the former and our Great Stone. no Besaysl (pt. ii.): "Let them be silent who affirm thiaere is any
tincture but our own, or any other sulphur thar thiaich lies hid in magnesia; also those who waxtiact the
quicksilver from any but the red slave, and whoagpef some other water but our own which is incptihle and
combines with nothing except that which belongggt@wn nature, and moistens [tinges] nothing ektegt which
is one with its own nature. There is no acid butawn, no other regimen, no other colours. In times way, there
is no other true solution, sublimation, consolidatiputrefaction. | therefore advise you to haveedwith alums,
vitriols, salts, black bodies, borax, aqua fottistbs, animals, beasts, and all that proceedstfiem, hairs, blood,
urine, human seed, flesh, eggs, and all mineratst@keep to the metals. But though the quicksitequired for
our Stone is found in metals only, and in thegbésbeginning of the work, they are not therefare $tone, so long
as they retain their metallic form. For one andghme substance cannot have two forms. How carbéhélye
Stone which holds an intermediate form between Imatad mercury, unless their present form is fiettroyed and
removed? Therefore, also, Raymond Lully says inhéstament" (cp. vi.): "On this account a goodsatakes
metals for his media in the work of the magistenyg especially the Sun and Moon, because in theraubstance
of the Mercury and Sulphur is ripened, pure, antl-digested by Nature's own artifice.. The artistuld vainly
endeavour to produce this exact proportion ouhefrtatural elements, if he did not find it readyi®hand in these



bodies." And in the "Codicil" he says: "Without sgetwo, viz., gold and silver, our art would haweexistence
since the sulphur they contain has been purifieddiyire with a thoroughness such as art would yatnive to
imitate. From these two bodies, with their prepaelpphur [or prepared arsenic] our Medicine magligted, but
without them we can never obtain it." In the prefée his "Key" he says: "l advise you, my friendspperate on
nothing but the Sun and Moon; but these you shmsddlve into their elementary substances, viz. goicksilver
and our sulphur.” In like manner Arnoldus assurethat "from these bodies there is extracted aneziogly white
and red sulphur; for in these there is a most pubstance of sulphur, cleansed to the highest ddgyrélature’s
own artifice.” Nicarus, in "The Crowd," says: "ldbyou take gold, which you desire to multiply ardew, and to
divide its water into two parts; for that metallifad into that water will be called the fermentingtter of gold."
How can this Sage call his "water" gold? To aghiststudent in solving this enigma | must tell ivat the gold of
the Sages is not common gold, as also Seniorugllg "The Crowd" it is said: "As mercury is tHeraent of all
metals, so gold is their ultimate goal; hence imredtals, pure and impure, there are gold, sil@ed mercury. But
there is one true gold which is the essence df Hlus you see that there is a gold of the Sagbighwthough
derived from common gold, is yet very differentrfrit. The following words occur in the "Rising DaWwfep. xvi.)
"The philosopher's gold resembles common gold aeithcolour nor in substance. That which is exgddrom it
is the red and white tincture.” "The philosophgod may be bought at a low price” (Aphidius). "#ihat is bought
at a high price is false. With little gold we buyiah” (Morienus). Moreover, our gold is living golahd our silver
is living silver, so that they can cause nothinglde and growth. Common gold and silver are déatky can
effect nothing until they are raised from the daad quickened by the Sage. Then they live, andggeda a high
degree the power of propagating and multiplyingrttece. Concerning the life of our metals thatagehilosopher,
Sendivogius (who is still living), has the followgnwords: "Let me advise you not to receive the gold silver of
the vulgar herd, for they are dead. Take our livimgtals. Place them in our fire, and there willtea dry liquid.
First, earth will be resolved into water [for thihe Mercury of the Sages is called]. That watel sdlve gold and
silver, and consume them until only the tenth pattt one part is left. This will be the humid radiof the metals."
It is to be noted that Sages sometimes call thatervas well as their earth, gold. Hereunto weetaready heard
the words of Nicarus, and after a like manner veetald in the "Rosary of the Philosophers: "Ourdgahd silver
are not the gold and silver of the vulgar. We gald the water which rises into the air when exgadsefire. Verily,
this gold is not the gold of the vulgar. The vulgayuld not believe of their gold that it could balatilised on
account of its solid nature.”

The philosopher's "earth," then, is sometimes daedeyl their gold, as the same author testifiesoWthat our ore,
which is the gold of the philosophers, is theirtle&rThis "earth” is also called ore, ferment,iacture; just as the
"water" is called white and flaky "earth". So waden the "Sounding of the Trumpet" : "Whereforaides says,
"Sow your gold in white, flaky earth which by calation has been made glowing, subtle, and volafileat is to
say: Sow gold, i.e., the soul and quickening virtoto the white earth, which by preparation hasrbmade white
and pure and freed from all its grossness. Thugralagold is not the fermenting matter, but thegdopher's gold
is the quickening ferment itself." Again, in thevBath Step of the is "Ladder of the Philosophéelsleir earth is
white in which their gold [which is the soul] iswn, and this body is the centre of knowledge, thecentration
thereof, and the habitation of tinctures." Onceenttherefore Hercules says: "Solve the body of meag which
has become white and like the leaves of the bratribles is the body; the soul is the essence wiidalled the
philosopher's gold." (For with water the spirit @sds into the upper air.) "Mix," says Senior, "gafith gold, that is
water [mercury] and ashes." Again, Hermes saysw'§ald into the white flaky earth.” From these eeqmions,
however obscurely worded it is clear that our geldot common gold.

But why do the philosophers call their gold now tevd' and now "earth"? Do they not contradict theiwss, or
each other? No; our Sages, in expounding the tvethit under obscure and allegorical expressibus,
nevertheless agree with each other so marvelldhatythey all seem to speak, as it were, with onatm They do
not confound one thing with another, nor do theghato lead the earnest enquirer astray. They expinesnselves
in mystic phrases to hide the truth from the untwpdnd impious, lest they should seem to be captiagls before
swine, and giving the holy thing to be trodden ufal by these who think only of indulging theistéul desires.
But the noble student of our art has been told rtitaa once, not only from what quarter our Stong b
obtained, but also that its substance must bevamieh by the artist's skill may be resolved intmfwiz., earth and
fire, or mercury and sulphur.

The Sages, then, do well to call their gold eartivater; for they have a perfect right to term ktatever they like.
So they have frequently called their Stone theld gineir superperfect gold, their regenerate gafd] by many
other names besides. If any one does not perdedierheaning at the first glance, he must blamewis
ignorance, not their jealousy.



The reader now knows that the substance of oureStoneither animal nor vegetable, and that it dad¢selong to
the minerals or the base metals, but that it mesbtracted from gold and silver, and that our gwlid silver are
not the vulgar, dead gold and silver, but the fvgold and silver of the Sages. We must now sayesiting about
the mode of solution, as the greatest arcanunl,adrad the root of the matter. A solution takesplavhen we
transform a dry thing into a liquid, a hard thimgo a soft, a hidden thing into one that is manjfes., when a solid
is changed into water; not, however, the vulgarewéds Parmenides and Agadmon in "The Crowd "teach
"When some persons hear of the liquefaction, thinkta change takes place into the water of theddoBut if
they had read and understood our books, they wiandar that our water is permanent), but into theawaf the
Sages, i.e., the elementary substance, as Arnalgl (R cp. ix.) says: "he object of the Sages dissolve the Stone
into its mercury, or elementary matter" And Avicarsays: "Thou who wouldest attain our object miust f
endeavour to dissolve and sublime the two lumisarighich is the first stage of the experiment, thay may
become quicksilver." Therefore Arnold (Ros. Il., @p describes the solution as a resolving ofibsedand a
preparation of the first Matter or Nature. And Rioththe Englishman (cp. xviii.) writes thus: "Fitke Stone must
be resolved into its elementary substance [sediggttis an union of body and spirit], that theotmay become one
mercurial water." But even as this first solutisrtie most vital part of our process, so is it #tgomost difficult, as
Eobold Vogelius testifies when he says: "How haid achievement is can be affirmed by those whe hav
performed it." Bernard of Trevisan, in his book sei$ed to Thomas of Bononia, says: "He who knowsdcret of
the solution is acquainted with the arcanum ofAhe which is, to mingle kinds, and effectuallyeatract elements
from elements which lie hid in them." The solutimast not be made with aqua fortis; for aqua farticodes and
destroys the body which should be only liquefied anproved. The solution does not take place inpwaater that
wets the hands, but into a dry water, which isechioth sulphur and mercury, as Zneumo says (Tutba)ess by
resolving it into its elements you extract from taly its marrow, and make it an impalpable spyay labour in
vain." And Richard the Englishman, following Aviaex affirms (cp. xi.): "The Sages have striveniszaver how
those sulphurs may be extracted from more perfediels, and how their qualities may be so refinedtiythat
that which was not manifest before (although itatevlay hid in them) may appear by the mediatiothefsaid Art
with Nature." And this they confess cannot be danless the body be resolved into its First Mattdich is
quicksilver, out of which it was made in the begnt without admixture of any outward things; sifoeeign
matter cannot improve the nature of our Stone. Héowater,"” says Bernard, "dissolves our bodiesthat which is
of their kind, and may be inspissated by them.". @@ hom. of Bonon.) And in the same Epistle haesr "The
solution should be permanent, so that from botmetes, viz., the male and female seed, a new spr@g result.
Amen, | say unto you that no natural water canalesmetals, except that which is always in thetmstantially
and formally, and which the metals themselves,ddiasolved, may again consolidate.” Thus Morfs)en "The
Crowd" says: "Every body is dissolved with the #pirat is joined to it, and doubtless also becosmstual. And
every spirit is modified and coloured by bodieswtuich spirit is thus added a tinging colour whitands the test
of fire." Hence the student of our art must dilidgrenquire what that water is. "For the knowledd¢he
menstruum," says Raymond (Comp. An., p. i.) "ieiag without which nothing can be done in the miagisof this
Art. Nothing preserves the metals while it disssltleem, but our menstruum," which, as he furthetestin his '
Codicil,' is "the water by which the metals arevsdl, while all their essential properties are cores" Though this
is the Great Arcanum which our Sages have alwagsderret, and have forbidden us to reveal, ydarass we
may, we will put you on the right track by two gations. The first is found in the abridged Rosand runs as
follows: "The first preparation and foundation bigt Art, is the solution [i.e., reduction] of thedy into water, i.e.,
into quicksilver, and this they call the solutievhen they say: Let the gold be dissolved, whidhidsin the body of
magnesia, that it may be reduced to its First Matitet thence it may become sulphur and quicksiled not be
again liquefied into water. The object of our smintis to make it liquid, and resolve it into thébstance of
quicksilver that the saltness of its sulphur mayiminished, which divine sulphur is prepared byrastion from
two sulphurs, when the spirit meets the body." 3&eond quotation is from the "Proemium of the TweBates,"
by Ripley: "I will straightway teach thee that thoayest know that there are three mercuries, wietthe keys of
knowledge [which Raymond calls his menstrua], withwhich nothing is properly done. But two of thane
superficial. The third is of the essence of the &uth Moon, the properties of which | will describethee. For
mercury, the essence of other metals, is the péhsiubstance of our Stone. In Gold and Silvermoenstrua are not
visible to the eye, and are only perceived by te#ect. This is the Stone of which we speak, f@are understand
our books aright. It is the soul and shining sulsteof the Sun and Moon, that subtile influencenfrehich the
earth derives its splendour. For what are goldsilndr (says Avicenna) but pure red and white &aiitake away
from it the aforesaid splendour, and it will belioty but worthless earth. The whole compound wkazallead.
The quality of splendour comes from the Sun and Mdmd, in brief, these are our solvents. Perfectiés we
naturally calcine with the first, without addingyaimpure body but one commonly called by philosaphbe green



lion, and this is the medium for perfectly combunite tinctures of the Sun and Moon. With the sdcarhich is a
vegetable liquid, reviving what before was dead,ttho principles [both material and formal] mustdméved; else
they would be of little value. With the third, whiés a permanent, incombustible liquid, of unctuquality, the
tree of Hermes is burnt to ashes. This is our agtorost sure fire, our mercury, our sulphur, ouregtincture, our
soul, our Stone raised with the wind, born in thgle These things take to heart. This Stone, é tatell thee, is
the powerful essence of the metal, and thou musabeful how thou dost obtain it. For this solvisninvisible,
although with the secondary philosophic water iynkgy the separation of elements, become visibtaeérform of
pure water. Out of this solvent, and with it, thoayst obtain the sulphur of Nature, if it be nallyreurned into a
pure spirit. Then. thou mayst with it dissolve fopdamental mass [i.e. gold and silver]."

In these two quotations the whole mystery of tHat&m is revealed. If you will consider the profes and powers
of Nature, and compare them with these words, anthdate all the workings of Nature (i.e. reduber. and
unroll them like the thread of a skein), you wilid in them all truth plainly and fundamentally.tBiyou cannot
gather from them where are the bolted gates, anmbtiknow the substance and the powers of Natore shall be
conducted to them, not by contemptuous self-conbbattby ardent prayer and indefatigable study.

For (by the revelation of the great and good GdujMe attained this Art only by persevering appiies vigils, and
repeated reading of authentic books. | do not spé#the matter -- that was made known to me by¢velation of
God alone; but | have by study discovered the sefriés solution, which is the same with ancientlanodern
Sages, and the true arcanum of the Art, in theramlesef which neither past nor present Philosopbeutd have
performed anything, whence it is a secret of Adt an arcanum of wisdom which no one but God musaie for
which benefit | give undying thanks with heart dipd to the Creator of all things, world withoutdgrAmen.

That you may have no cause to complain of me, geatder, | will, however, for the love of God, expd to you
another mystery. You are to know that, althoughsttiation is one, yet in it there may be distingeid a first, and a
second, as they say in the schools. The firstisolig that of which Arnold speaks in the abovetgtion, viz., the
reduction of it to its First Matter; the secondtiat perfect solution of body and spirit at the saime, in which the
solvent and the thing solved always abide togetmst,with this solution of the body there takespla
simultaneously a consolidation of the spirit.

Here you may clearly and plainly see with your eybsat you have long desired to see. If you undedsig it is
mere child's play; therefore, | will forbear to ageany further about it. If you know the beginnititg end will duly
follow by the help of God, from whom alone we mdptain all glory, the corruptible glory of this wdrland that
eternal glory in which with glorified bodies we deee God face to face -- despising all mundaprasire that we
may behold with our own eyes that eternal, infindbed unspeakable joy of heaven. With these wovd$ |
conclude my little tract. Everything else that rémsao be said | will set forth in the following zdole, where you
will find the entire system and practice clearlpewnded. If you duly follow it, you will doubtlesdtain to the true
wisdom. May it be shewn to you, and to all good ni®nGod the Father, God the Son, and God the Hpisit,
Blessed for evermore!

M.S.

The thing is one in number, and one essence, Wthre strives to transform, but with the help of, Anto two,
and twice two: mercury and sulphur impart nourishtie themselves. Spirit, and soul, and body, ad f
elements: the fifth which they furnish is the Phdpher's Stone. Select your substance without,detlé be
double, and let its splendour be of pure mercuakelsulphur free from every foreign substance,cam$ume it in
a fiery furnace. But when you put it together ag#hit still be of the same weight. Then | wiklieve that you are
upon the road of the mystery. When you have digghlguickly sublime it. Pound what you obtain, ardselessly
distil it. Then endeavour to condense it, and cwdito expose it to heat. After this begin to "&htargely. You
have the panacea of men, and the sum of the matalsjou shall be able to cure whomsoever and wéeés you
please.

Here follows a Parable in which the Mystery of the whole Matter is Declared

Once upon a time, when | was walking abroad in adyand considering the wretchedness of thisdifel
deploring that through the lamentable fall of dustfparents we had been reduced to this pitihke sl suddenly
found myself upon a rough, untrodden, and imprabte path, which was beset with briars. Then | afesid, and
strove to retrace my steps. But it was not in myeroto do so; for so violent a tempest blew uponfiom behind

that it was easier to take ten steps forward thaake one backward. So | had to hurry forward, falidw the
rugged path up and down hill. After a while, | read a beautiful meadow, surrounded with heavy-lddeéntrees,
which the inhabitants of the place called the M@adbHappiness. There | met a crowd of decrepit mih grey
beards, one of whom, an elderly personage, hadgadarkish beard, whom also | knew by name, butsetace |



had never seen. These men were discussing varibjecss, e.g., the goodness and wisdom of Godgaaliral
objects, and especially the great mystery whichhie in Nature, which -- they said -- God concdiam the whole
world, and makes known only to a few who truly Id¥ien. | listened to them for a long time (for | waleased with
their discourse) till I thought that some were itadkrather wildly, not in regard to the substannd the method, but
as concerns parables, similitudes, etc., which wWerdigments of Aristotle, Pliny, and others. Whdreard these
things, | could no longer contain myself, and, I&&ul among the prophets, | began to give my opjraad to
refute those futile assertions by arguments drawm experience and reason. Some of them agreedmneitland
began to test my knowledge with many questions.I Busts so well grounded that | stood the test eatimiration
of all. They all marvelled at the soundness of mgwledge, and affirmed with one voice that | shduddreceived
into their fellowship. These words filled me withegt joy. But they said | could not be their Brathatil | knew
their Lion, and his internal and external propettiehey told me | must summon up my whole stretgubdue
him. | confidently replied that | would leave n@sé unturned to attain this object. For their kiesmhaffected me so
that | would not have left them for all the weattithis world. Therefore they conducted me to tienl.and were at
great pains to declare to me his nature. But nonoméd tell me how | must treat him at first. Soofehem did
indeed mutter a few words on this point, but sofesedly and obscurely, that scarce one in a thalsamld have
understood their meaning. However, they said thenil had bound him without being harmed by hisslebaws
and terrible teeth, | should know all the rest.sTlhion was old, fierce, great, and terrible to Hdhaith his flowing
yellow mane. Then | repented of my temerity, andil@ladly have retreated if | had not been heldh{opurpose
by my vow, and the old men that surrounded me. &oédfully descended into the Lion's den, and sttovpacify
him; but he glared upon me with red eyes, andgffed me so that | could hardly stand upon my feed, thought
that my last hour had come. But calling to mind wdree of the old men had said to me when | entdredlen,
namely, that many had undertaken to tame the lbonthat only few had accomplished it, | summonpaourage,
and tried several artifices, which | had learnedlitigent training. Moreover, | had some knowleddaatural
magic. | therefore relinquished my blandishmentsl seized him so gently, skilfully, and subtly,tthimost before
he knew what | was about | had drawn all the blfsoth his body, and from his very heart and bowe€hss blood
was red indeed, but choleric. Then | proceededssedt him, and made a most marvellous discovehis-bones
were as white as snow, and their quantity moreidersble than that of the blood. When the old méo &tood
round the den, and had watched our struggle, sawtkiey began to converse with great eagernesscasd see
from their gestures -- for, being in the den, Ildowt hear their words. But anon their disputeasetp run high,
and | could distinguish these words: "He must bhing to life again if he wishes to be our brothdrtierefore,
without further delay, | stepped out of the demwiatlarge open space, and then suddenly (I knowaaw} found
myself upon a very high wall, which rose more th&0 yards into the air, but at the top was not ntloa@ a foot in
width, and along the middle of it ran an iron katient of great strength. Now as | passed alongught | saw one
walking before me on the right side of the battlat&/hen | had followed him a short distance | meeaware of
another person following me on the other side; Whether it was a man or a woman | cannot undettakay. This
person hailed me, and said that there was moreetiemt footing on his side than on mine. This | wage ready
to believe; for the battlement, which was on thddte of the wall, made the path so narrow as tdeeprogress
extremely difficult at such a great height, indeledoticed that some of those who followed me dbtiall.
Therefore | got over the battlement on to the osfige, and proceeded to the end of the wall, whprelsented a
most difficult and dangerous descent. Then | waysbat | had deserted my own side, as | coultheeiadvance
nor retreat But, remembering that fortune befrieth@sbold, | attempted the descent, and by usindgpamgls and
feet, | got down safely. Now when | had advancéittla further, | put away all thought of dangendaforgot all
about the wall and the battlement. Then lightingrup certain place, | found white and red rosesthmilatter were
more abundant; so | gathered some of them and geck in my cap. In that place were some most kfeaut
women, and in the neighbouring garden a numbepohg men were to be seen. But a wall which surredribe
garden prevented the latter from joining the wonTérey were eager to do so, but were not allowegbtoound the
garden and find the gate. The sight moved me o aitd therefore | hastily went back by the smquzth along
which | had come, and soon reached some housesgantich | expected to find the gardener's cott&ge.|
found there many men, of whom each had his own(icellery few there were two living together). Thegre all
busily at work, each labouring by himself. Theirrwavas of a kind long and familiarly known to mendeed, far
too well known. So | said to myself: "Behold, hare many persons at work upon vain arid foolisheexpents,
which have a certain specious plausibility (acaogdd each man's idiosyncrasy), but no real fouodah Nature.
Surely you, too, will obtain forgiveness." At lealstvould not suffer myself to be detained withgbadarren
futilities, but went on my way. When | reached ¢fage of the garden some looked askance at me,\aad &fraid
they would prevent me from carrying out my purpddthers murmured, and said: "Look, this fellow pirags to
approach the gate of the garden, and we who harg sp many years in these horticultural laboussemever



gained admittance! How we will jeer at him if heetsewith a repulse." But | paid no attention tairtelk (for |
knew the interior of that garden better than ttaihough | had never been in it), and approachedj#te, which
was double-locked, and in which there appearea todokeyhole, but soon | perceived a keyhole whiohld have
escaped any common observer. So | inserted my miastecalled by some "the adulteress™), whichd ddigently
fashioned for the purpose, pushed back the batteatered. After passing this gate, | came upoerdiblted gates,
which, however, | opened without any difficulty. Sentered the garden, and found in the middle afimall
square garden, which was surrounded with a rosgehealvered with beautiful roses, and as a littlie was falling,
and the rays of the sun shone upon it, It beheddrdoow. But | was hastening past the small garttethat place
where | thought | could aid the young women, wheahold, there came forward the most beautiful lofha!
maidens, arrayed in silk and satin, with the mestutiful of the youths, dressed in a scarlet rdtey walked arm
in arm to the rose garden, and carried many fragoemes in their hands. | greeted them, and anedalskw she had
got over. "This my beloved bridegroom," she salielfied me, and now we are leaving this pleasadiegaand
hastening to our chamber to satisfy our love."Miglad," | returned, "that without any trouble og part your
desires have been fulfilled. But you see how mugbltle | have taken on your behalf, having traveise great a
distance in so short a time." Then | came to a mai#, built within of stones, where there were fhour bins or
other miller's requisites; yet | saw wheels driveand by the water. | asked the decrepit millerrérgeson, and he
told me the grinding took place somewhere out efwiAt the same moment | saw a miller enter that@by a
small bridge, and immediately followed him. Whelmald passed the bridge, which was on the rightcidee
wheels, | paused and beheld a wonderful sight.mmoment the wheels were above the bridge; | sawback
water, with white drops; the bridge was only ahibuée inches wide; but by clinging to the railot gafely back,
without being wetted at all, and asked the old imaw many wheels he had. He answered, "Ten." | veabled by
the marvellous incident, and would gladly have kndts meaning, but felt that it was labour lostask the old man
any questions, and so departed. Before the millavassed platform on which some of the afores&ddwen were
walking to and fro in the warm sunshine, discussirigtter which they had received from the Facaftthe
University. | guessed the tenor of the letter, dadling sure that it concerned me, | addressedeim a question to
that effect "It does concern you," they said, 't whom you married a long time ago, you mustkée ever, or
else we must tell our chief." "You need not troupbeirselves about this matter," | said, "for we evborn together,
and brought up together as children, and now thave married her, | will never forsake her, bugrigh her till her
last breath; nay, even death itself shall not sager"It is well,” they said, "your wife is satiefl, too; you must be
joined together." "l am content,” | said. "It is lethey repeated. "For thus the Lion will be @=d to life, and be
more powerful and more active than he was befdreeh | remembered my labours, and knew by certgimsghat
this matter concerned not myself, but a very gomhfl of mine. As these thoughts crossed my misdw our
bridegroom and his beloved bride -- both clothethanaforesaid garments -- come forward, eagee toined
together. This sight gladdened me; for | had béeicathat the whole matter concerned me. Now wihen
bridegroom, in his bright scarlet robe, with higllet whose silk dress gave out shining rays, rehtie old men,
they were straightway joined together. And | mdegethat the maiden, who was said to be the mathker
bridegroom, was of so youthful an appearance,shatmight have seemed his daughter. But | knowvhat sin
they had committed, except that brother and sistdrbeen drawn to each other by such passionaehat they
could no more be separated; and, being chargednaiést, they were shut up for ever in a closeoprisvhich,
however, was as pellucid and transparent as glaglsarched like the heavenly vault, so that ali tihey did could
be seen from without. Here they were to do penéorciheir sins with ever-flowing tears, and truersav. All their
clothes and outward ornaments were taken away. Nbtheir servants and friends were allowed to il them,
but after they had received sufficient meat andidfthe latter taken from the aforesaid water),dber was shut
and locked, and the seal of the Faculty was afftedtl | was entrusted with the charge of heathmgjr chamber in
the winter, so that they might be neither. toorfmttoo cold, and | was further to see that thelyrdit escape. If any
accident of any kind happened, | was to be sevgnatyshed. | did not like this charge; and, asthembered that
the matter was most important, and that the Coltdgages were not wont to say what they did n@mewas
filled with fear. But since | had to bear that whilccould not alter, and since the chamber wasitgtliin a strong
tower, and surrounded with battlements and loftilsyand, moreover, could be easily heated witertlg and
continuous fire, | called upon God for help, anddreto heat the chamber. But what happened ? Asaothey
felt the grateful warmth they fell to embracing leather so passionately that the husband's heartnetted with
the excessive ardour of love, and he fell down brnok many pieces. When she who loved him no fess he
loved her, saw this, she wept for him, and, astejcovered him with overflowing tears, until hasauite flooded
and concealed from view. But those complaints aadstdid not last long, for being weary with exdegdorrow,
she at length destroyed herself. Alas ! what fedranguish fell upon me, when | saw those who feshlso
straitly committed to my charge lying, as it wemgslted and dead before me. | felt sure that | shbelput to death



for it; but the jeers, the derision, and the comtewhich | would have to undergo seemed more grisv@ven than
death. In this anxious state of mind | spent sddags, until the thought occurred to me that, #déa had restored
a dead body to life, | might perhaps be able tthéosame. But | could think of no better plan ttmkeep up the
warmth of the chamber until the water should haxaperated, and the dead bodies of the lovers amdéh be
seen. | doubted not that then | should most hordyiescape from all danger. So | kept up the firtyfdays, the
water diminishing from day to day, and the deadiégmbeginning to reappear. Now, however, they Idakeblack
as coals. This effect would have been producedesabthe chamber had not been so closely shusaatéd so that
| could in no wise open it. For | noticed that thater rose to the \roof of the chamber, and themecdown again
like rain, but it could find no exit from the chaerhuntil the dead bodies had putrefied and begaive out a
grievous smell. In the meantime the rays of theshining upon the moisture of the chamber, prodacetbst
beautiful rainbow; and, after all my sorrow, thgtgiof its gay colours filled me with great deligand | was
particularly pleased to see my lovers lying befme2 But as there is no joy without a drop of bitesss, so | was
still disturbed by the thought that those who hadrbcommitted to my care were still lying lifeleslevertheless, |
comforted myself with the reflection that the chamfbeing so tightly closed) must still containitheuls and
spirits. Therefore | continued diligently to perfomy office of warming them, being assured thay teuld not
return to their bodies while they could enjoy thtist atmosphere. This conjecture was justifiedhgyevent. For
towards evening | noticed that many vapours rozm fthe earth through the heat of the sun, and lifezé up as
water is attracted by the sun; afterwards whentrgh they watered the earth as fertilising dewd washed our
bodies, which became more beautiful and white ftener this sprinkling took place. And the whiteey became,
the more the quantity of moisture in the air dirsiv@d, until at last the atmosphere was too thithespirit and
soul to remain therein any longer; so they weleragth compelled to return to the clarified bodytied Queen,
which (to my great joy) was straightway restoredifeo My joy was all the greater, because nowshs arrayed in
a beautiful and magnificent garment such as idyaeen by mortal eye, a d had a glorious crownmable of
diamonds, upon her head. Thus attired, she stood kigr feet and cried: "Know this, ye mortals, &etdt enter
your hearts, that the most High God is one God, hd®power to set up and pull down kings. He maikésand
poor as He wills. He has killed, and raised agaivas great, and was brought low; but now, haviegrohumbled, |
have been made Queen of many more kingdoms. Adigthdife has been restored to me. When | was pploer,
treasures of the wise and mighty were committeie¢o Therefore |, too, can make the poor rich, gaze to the
humble, and restore the health of the sick. Bum Inmt yet able to raise my beloved brother, thetmoghty King,
from the dead. Nevertheless, when he comes, hehall that my words are true.” When she had thakespthe
sun lighted up the world with his glorious raysgdadhe heat waxed great (for the dog days were agpiog). Long
before this, garments of rich black silk, of greyagh-coloured damask, of rare white silk, embn@dewith silver,
precious pearls, and brilliant diamonds, had besnmeady towards the marriage of our Queen; and gemments of
many colours, of flesh colour, orange, and saffeorg of red and scarlet silk, richly embroiderethwubies and
carbuncles, were being prepared for the adornnfemiranew King. But there was no one to be seerkingrat
those garments; yet one after another was got ré@symuch that | greatly marvelled, because | kiteat none but
the bride and the bridegroom had entered the chamlyewonder increased when | observed that as deeds was
finished, those that had been there before staaghtanished, though | could see no one put theayaWow
when that most precious scarlet garment had beeshéd, the great and mighty King appeared in gel@ndour
and indescribable magnificence, and when he savhthevas shut in, he besought me, in the most psnsel
accents, to open the door, as it would be to mypatdge to let him out of the chamber. Now, thoughd been
most strictly enjoined not to open the chamberas Willed with awe by the majesty and persuasiezsh of the
King, and acceded to his request. When he leftliaenber, he bore himself so kindly, so gently, smtiumbly,
that | could not help reflecting that these virtaes the most glorious ornaments of the great.eAsdu passed the
dog days in great heat he was extremely thirstptsped weary wherefore he humbly requested meing him
some water from the river where it raged and foameder the wheels. | gladly acceded to his reqaest, after
slaking his thirst with a deep draught, he returizethe chamber, requesting me to shut the doefudér so that no
one might disturb him or rouse him from his slegp.he slept a few days, and then called me bacgéa the door
again. He looked much more beautiful, ruddier, anade royal, and said that this water was very presiand full
of virtue. When at his request | had fetched himaanore, he took a deeper draught than beforemneshb that the
size of the chamber seemed to become enlarged. dkftking of this water (which is lightly esteemby the
ignorant) as much as he desired, he became safahkant glorious that in all my life | do not remmber to have
seen a more glorious man, or more glorious deamshé&took me into his kingdom and showed me allttbasures
and riches of the whole world, till | was obligeddonfess, that so far from exaggerating his potherQueen had
not told me the half of it. Of gold and preciousheacles there was no end. There was also to belfeenewal and
restoration of youth and of the natural faculteesqd recovery of lost health, with a never failirappcea for all



diseases. What pleased me most of all, was thatetbple of that kingdom knew, feared, and honotheit
Creator, and asked and obtained of him wisdom, nstaleding, and, after this life, eternal glory ddtitude. May
this latter be given to us also by God the FatBeq the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, the Blessexity, to
Whom belong praise, glory, and honour, world withewod, Amen.



